AFRICAN VIOLET GUIDE

Introductory Guide to the Wild World of African Violets

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW TO
GROW BEAUTIFUL AFRICAN VIOLETS

e African Violet Terms

e Basic Care Tips

* Flower Parts

* Violet History

* Online Resources

e Leaf Shapes, Types,
Colors & Edges

* Flower Shapes, Colors,
Edges & Patterns
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African Violet Guide

PARTS OF AN AFRICAN VIOLET ( Saintpaulia ionantha)

Petals Flower Bud _ .

Style
Stigma

Stigma is the tip of the
Style and receives pollen

Sepals

are the five small
supports behind
the flower petals

Anther :
yellow pollen containers PEd Ice'

individual flower stem

Filament
support for the Anthers Peduncle
Ovum stem of the flower cluster

develops seeds, located under
base of the filaments.

Petiole

technical word for leaf stem

Edge
Surface
Lateral Veins

carry nutrients to the leatf

Tip

Bouquet/Head

the flowers above the foliage

Crown

the central point of growth -

Neck

as the plant grows and sheds leaves
it forms a neck, this means it's time to
re-pot so the crown is at soil level

Roots

African Violet roots grow fast and
plants flower the best in the right
size container.

top: Optimara Chico, Yellowstone

3rd row, bottom left: Optimara Texas Guide To African Violets Is Brought To You By my .com
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FLOWER SHAPES: African Violets come in a variety of basic flower types.
Often flowers will have multiple combinations of these shapes and edge characteristics.

Pansy, single Semi-double Double

Five petals, two on Over five petals, less Ten petals or more, Over twenty petals,
the top are smaller than 10, often cresting completely covering twice that of a double,
or curled in center the center anthers 43 on this flower
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Star, single Double Star Bell Cup
Five to six petals, Ten petals or more Five to six petals which Five to seven petals,
all of the same size on a star shaped are connected to form connected to form
bloom a narrow bell, pansy a shallow cupped star

F

Multicolor Edge

Wasp Fluted Petal
Small twisted petals, Petals have a bowed
‘bunny ears’, tubular shape at the tip

narrow or curved lobes - _
Top Row: Optimara Indiana, Rhapsodie Cora, Paris, Moonstone sport Fri"ed / RUﬁled Flat Petals

2nd Row: Optimara Pennsylvania, Tennessee, : :
Annabelle, RS-Chudo Landysh (Svetlana Repkina) g‘ohr?vrgllﬂt;%doernri?fll}éd LOWIBI' pe::&:lﬂlstfoi'mmg
photo courtesy of Jennifer at africanviolet.co.uk dn aimost 1iat plane
3rd Row: Optimara Hiroshige, Clementine, Louisiana, *

EverSpecial, EverPrecious, Little Hopi
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FLOWER COLOFIS, PATTERNS & EDGES: Violets are hybridized to display many

colorful patterns. There is no fixed limit to these color combinations, these are the most popular

.

Two-Tone Bi-Color Dark Eye White Eye Thumbprint
Two shades of Two unique colors, if  Color fading to darker Petals fading to white ~ Color on just the middle
the same color more, then Multi-Color  tone in center tone in center

and tips of petals

Chimera Colored Edge Speckled Edge Geneva Edge
A striped bloom mutation A sharp color change A fine dotted color fade A white or silver trim
that can be propogated  on the petal edge, can on the petal edge
by suckers, not by leaf range from thin to wide

Ralsed Edge
A thick, often ruffled edge
on the petal edge, with can be white, silver, green,

slight texture change  pale amber & even gray
i _ _ Fantasy Patterns

Streaks & Dots Feathering Watermark
Mostly linear or banded Soft edged dots and  Randomly distributed  Branching color-veins  Darker colored border
color display on petals oblong blobs of color

flecks of color following petal contour separating two colors
Top: Optimara Angelica, Gisela, myJoy, Dali, Chagall 2nd Row: Optimara EverLove Chimera, Harlequin, Michele, Yellowstone, EverSpecial

3rd Row: Rays - Optimara Unamed blue/lilac, Puff - Storm's Eye, hybridized by Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses/P. Sorano, grown/photographed ’&
by Belinda Breaux Thibodeaux, Streaks and Dots - Optimara Little Hopi Il, Feathering - Cajun's Royal Jewels, hybridized, grown and

photographed by Belinda Breaux Thibodeaux, Watermark - Optimara unnamed variety
Brought To You By [ Iy .com
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LEAF SHAPES & TYPES: African Violets are also classified by leaf shape or type.
Often leaves will have varying mixtures of these basic shapes, textures and edge types.

Plain |IPointed JIHeart Shaped

Il. ’

‘Spooned | Clackamus

||Bustle-Backe

—

Edge Types

| Ruffled

Longifolia | (Serrated ||IScalloped |Wavy
Surface Textures
Glossy Hairy Pebbled Quilted

Top Row: Optimara Indiana, Rhapsodie Cora, Rhapsodie Patricia, Optimara Yellowstone, Rhapsodie Loretta
2nd Row: Clackamus, -Maas’ Angela (hybridized by M. Maas) and Bustle-backed leaf - Senk’s Beanstalk
(hybridized by R. Follett/D. Senk) grown and photographed by Alcie Maxwell
3rd Row: Longifolia, Senk’s Snowy Egret, (hybridized by R. Follett/D. Senk)
grown and photographed by Jeannie M. Myers o
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LEAF COLORS & PLANT SIZES: African Violets range from light to very dark green with
deep red reverse on the leaves, they are also cultivated in a few distinct size categories.

Light Green Medium Green Dark Green

#

Light Green / Silver Pink / Watermelon Deep Red

Mosaic Style - Tommie Lou Chimera Leaf

}!ariegated Crown Style
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Variegated Leaf multiple colors in streaked, edged, blotched or speckled patterns on foliage.
Colors may be shades of light to dark green, cream, tan, pink and yellow.

, B “” African Violet Sizes
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6” Large 4” Standard 3” Semi-mini 2” Miniature Trailing African Violet

over 16 inches wide 8 to 16 inches wide 6 to 8 inches less than 6 inches petite, sprawling growth, multiple
crowns and dense flowering

Leaf: Coral, Chico, Gauguin, Evelyn, Arkansas Variegated: Optimara Romance, Crown - Rob’s Chilly Willy

(hybridized by R. Robinson), Mosaic - Emperor (hybridized by R. Taylor) both grown/photographed *

by Jeannie M. Myers, Tommie Lou - Ma’s Easter Parade (O. Robinson) grown/photographed by Alcie Maxwell

Sizes: 6" Space Violet EverSpecial, 4" Rhapsodie Monique, 3" Optimara Orlando, m 1Al At
2" Little Azurite Trailer: Broadway Star Trail grown/photographed by Darlene Allen Brought To You By y w 1.C0Mm


















